Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 EC BRU 08761 091149Z 

43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

EB-07 FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 SP-02 STR-04 

TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 SS-15 NSC-05 /083 W 

040054 

R 090855Z SEP 76 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1809 
INFO USDEL MTN GENEVA 


LIMITED OFICIAL USE EC BRUSSELS 08761 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC 

SUBJECT: HIJZEN'S ILLNESS 

REF: GENEVA 7067 

WE HAVE NOT BEEN GETTING CONSISTENT REPORTS FROM THE 
COMMISSION ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH HIJZEN'S ILLNESS 
WILL KEEP HIM AWAY FROM DUTY (REFTEL) AS THE EC COM- 
MISSION DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS. THE 
FIRST REPORT OF SERIOUS ULCER TROUBLES, GIVEN TO US IN 
LATE JULY, WAS THAT HE MIGHT BE ABSENT TWO OR THREE 
MONTHS. OUR INQUIRY IN EARLY SEPTEMBER PRODUCED A 
RESPONSE THAT HE WAS LIKELY TO RETURN TO THE OFFICE 
BY SEPTEMBER 13. WE ARE NOW TOLD, HOWEVER, THAT 
HIJZEN HAS BEEN SEEING A NUMBER OF DOCTORS FOR THEIR 
ESTIMATES ON WHETHER HIS PERFORATED ULCER CONDITION 
WILL REQUIRE AN OPERATION. HE WILL DECIDE THIS WEEK 
OR EARLY NEXT WEEK. IF HE UNDERGOES AN OPERATION, 

THE COMMISSION STAFF EXPECTS THAT HE MAY NOT 

RETURN TO THE OFFICE BEFORE DECEMBER. EVEN 

WITHOUT AN OPERATION IT IS UNLIKELY HE WOULD 

RETURNTO THE OFFICE BEFORE MID-OCTOBER. IN 

CASE OF AN EXTENDED ABSENCE, HIS PLACE WILL TEMPORARILY 
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